
 

A B B O T T  M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 0

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full 
restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live 
in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with 
you.  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.            
                                                     - 2 Corinthians 13:11,14



 
You can access children’s bulletins at the following address: 

www.childrensbulletins.com/Covid19-childrens-activites-for-churches	
	 


 To those joining us on line today…THANK YOU! 

We are made to worship together, but we find ourselves living in a particular and 
unprecedented moment that has not touched American lives in generations. The 
good news is that while we are made to worship God together, we do not need 
to be in a particular place to meet with God. So I hope you have gathered 
together with your housemates, family, and maybe a couple others. God is 
present with us at all times, and He delights to meet with you today regardless 
of where you are or how many people you are with. We seek to offer this service 
as an encouragement to you amid these difficult times. We look forward to 
worshiping together again, breaking bread and giving hugs to one another. You 
are missed.  

As an encouragement to others, please take a picture of your home gathering, 
post it to social media with the hashtag #abbottchurchathome and tag us on 
Instagram @abbottchurchbaltimore 

NEED PRAYER? From 12:00 PM until 1:00 PM, Monday through Friday, 
someone will be available to pray for anyone in need of prayer.  The time will 
also be focused on praying for the ministry of our church and for God's Spirit to 
be at work in our midst.  If you would like to be part of this new prayer ministry, 
please let the pastor know.  Please text prayer requests to the pastor, Julius and/
or George. 

http://www.childrensbulletins.com/Covid19-childrens-activites-for-churches


O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P  

The Christian Year 
Christian-year spirituality is nothing less than the calling to enter by faith into the 
incarnation, the life and ministry, the death and resurrection of Jesus. God‘s saving 
action is not only presented to us through the practice of the Christian year, it also takes 
up residence within us and transforms us by the saving and healing presence of Christ in 
our lives. As we enter the saving events of Jesus, he shapes us by the pattern of his own 
living and dying so that our living and dying in this world is a living and dying in him.    

-Robert Webber 

Epiphany 

Epiphany follows Christ’s birth and points us out from that moment to the world. The 
Magi traveled from afar to worship Jesus, and their eyes were opened to who God is and 
what he is doing. The Light is dawning in the darkness, drawing in all peoples. May we, 
with eyes wide open, see and celebrate the fact that Jesus is the light of the world—and 
of our lives too. 

WELCOME TO ABBOTT CHURCH                                              

CALL TO WORSHIP  (read responsively)                                                  Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters. 

3 He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

    I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.                                        

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

    all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
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SILENT PREPARATION 

OPENING HYMN                                  TH#26 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 

O God, our help in ages past, our Hope for years to come, 
Our Shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal Home: 

Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 

Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, to endless years the same. 

A thousand ages in Thy sight are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 

The busy tribes of flesh and blood, with all their lives and cares,  
Are carried downward by the flood, and lost in following years.  

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all its sons away; 
They fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 

CONFESSION OF SIN (in unison) 

Our exalted Lord Jesus, you poured out your Holy Spirit upon your 
church to fill us with new life and power to love you and serve you. 
We confess that we resist and grieve your Spirit, rejecting the truth 
of your word that he illumines for us, refusing to glorify you as he 
directs us. We love the way of death and slavery to sin rather than 
true freedom and life in your Spirit; we act in hatred, immorality, and 
anger 
and not in the righteousness, peace, and joy of your Spirit. Have 
mercy on us, and forgive us all of our sins. Renew us and lead us by 
your Holy Spirit, so that we may be filled with all life and power that 
you have promised to us. 
(Please confess your sins silently to the Lord) 
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WORDS OF COMFORT AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

May the Lord enrich you with his grace, nourish you with his blessing, 
defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil, accept your prayers, 
and forgive your sins, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
All: AMEN 

SONG OF PRAISE                                        TH#278 Jesus, With Thy Church Abide 

Jesus, with Thy church abide; Be her savior, Lord, and Guide,  
While on earth her faith is tried: We beseech Thee, hear us,  
We beseech Thee, hear us. 

All her fettered powers release, Bid our strife and envy cease 
Grant her heavenly gift of peace: We beseech Thee, hear us,  
We beseech Thee, hear us. 

May she guide the poor and blind, Seek the lost until she find  
And the brokenhearted bind: We beseech Thee, hear us,  
We beseech Thee, hear us. 

Save her love from growing cold,  
Make her watchmen strong and bold, 
Fence her round, thy peaceful fold: We beseech thee, hear us. 
We beseech thee, hear us. 

All that she has lost restore, May her strength and zeal be more 
Than in brightest days of yore: We beseech Thee, hear us,  
We beseech Thee, hear us. 

May she soon all glorious be, perfectly restored in Thee 
Pure, and bright, dear Trinity: We beseech Thee, hear us,  
We beseech Thee, hear us. 
TEXT: Thomas Benson Pollock MUSIC: Christopher Miner  
© 1997 Christopher Miner Music. 

EXTENDING GOD’S WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS and GREETING 
Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All: And also with you. 
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SONG OF PRAISE                        All Must be Well (All Will be Well)  

Through the love of God our Savior, All will be well  
Free and changeless is His favor, All is well  
Precious is the blood that healed us  
Perfect is the grace that sealed us  
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us  
All must be well 

Though we pass through tribulation, All will be well  
Ours is such a full salvation, All is well  
Happy still in God confiding  
Fruitful if in Christ abiding  
Steadfast through the Spirit's guiding  
All must be well 

We expect a bright tomorrow; All will be well  
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, All is well  
On our Father's love relying  
Jesus every need supplying  
Yes in living or in dying  
All must be well 

TEXT: Mary Bowley Peters, Matthew S. Smith 
MUSIC: Matthew S. Smith 
© 2007 Detuned Radio Music (ASCAP).Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                Heidelberg Catechism Questions # 27 & 28 

Q. What do you understand by the providence of God? 
A. The almighty and ever present power of God by which God 
upholds, as with his hand, heaven and earth and all creatures, 
and so rules them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and 
lean years, food and drink, health and sickness, prosperity and 
poverty—,all things, in fact, come to us not by chance but by his 
fatherly hand. 

Q. How does the knowledge of God’s creation and providence help us? 
A. We can be patient when things go against us, thankful when 
things go well, and for the future we can have good confidence in 
our faithful God and Father that nothing in creation will separate us 
from his love.  
For all creatures are so completely in God’s hand that without his will 
they can neither move nor be moved.  

PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
             
Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has 
taught us: 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE FOR THE SERMON                        Acts 20:17-38 

17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the 

church to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, he said to them: 

“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the 

first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and 

with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the 

Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was 

profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 

21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and 

of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I am going to 

Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to 

me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that 

imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of 

any value nor as precious to  

myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from 

the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, 

behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 

proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to 

you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink 

from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Pay careful attention 

to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 

blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in 

among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves 

will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after 

them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not 

cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 32 And now I 

commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build 

you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 

sanctified. 33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel.  
      (continued) 
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34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities 

and to those who were with me. 35 In all things I have shown you that by 

working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.’” 

36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with 

them all. 37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they 

embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being sorrowful most of all because of 

the word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And 

they accompanied him to the ship. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                               PASTOR PAUL WARREN 
                              “The Task of Testifying” 

OFFERING 
The offering is a way for members and friends of Abbott Church to support the 
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no 
compulsion to give. You can mail your giving to the church or if you would like 
to give online, you may do so at www.abbottchurch.org/giving 
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CLOSING HYMN                                      TH#27 Great is Thy Faithfulness 

“Great is thy faithfulness,” O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
As thou hast been thou for ever wilt be. 

“Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!”   
Morning by morning new mercies I see: 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
“Great is thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

“Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!”   
Morning by morning new mercies I see: 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
“Great is thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me! 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

“Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!”   
Morning by morning new mercies I see: 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
“Great is thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me! 

BENEDICTION 
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PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION 

Prayer for those searching 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Please guide 
me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  Grant that I 
might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so.  Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weak and sinful, but through you I am 
loved and accepted.  I thank you for taking my place in death, in order to 
offer me forgiveness and renewal.  Knowing that you have been raised 
from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my 
Lord.  Amen.      
           
Prayer for those struggling with sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and 
may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living 
bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully 
follow you in life. Amen. 

Prayer of commitment to God’s people 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of 
committed discipleship in your church.  Grant that I may take the steps 
necessary to be one with your people and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of thanksgiving 
Lord, you have put gladness in our hearts; you have satisfied our hunger 
with good things. In giving all, you have not withheld from us your own 
dear Son.  How can we withhold anything from you, our Lord and our 
God?  Renew us day by day with the gift of your Spirit, that we may give 
ourselves completely to your service and walk with joy in the footsteps of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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HE HEARS 

“This is the assurance we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us.“    —  I  J O H N  5 : 1 4  

“The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.”  
             —  P S A L M  1 4 5 : 1 8  

Please pray for: 
• Your church staff, officers and leaders 
• Men and women of the military, police and fire departments 
• Family members and friends who are not walking with Christ 

• Ongoing health concerns for the following members and friends: 
Larry Halterman, Milly Flynn, Gene and Diane Shaw, Phyllis Brown, 

Dawn Brewer, Brent Schepleng, Clint Neuder, Brenda Neuder, Robin 

and Toni (Billie Mitchell’s granddaughters), Narouz family (especially 

Vicky), Don Sapp, Jackie Lubin  

• Raj Mohan’s wife, dementia, and granddaughter, mental health issues 

• Lydia Frasca, chemotherapy and radiation treatment 

• David Files, pain management 

• Mike Brooks, son of Earl and Betty Brooks, fighting cancer. 

MISSIONARIES AND MINISTRIES WHICH WE SUPPORT: 
— Andy and Bev Warren with MTW in Ethiopia 
— Jason and Liz Polk with MTW in Ethiopia 
— Jessica Ringsmuth with MTW in Kenya 
— Bert and Nancy Williams with MTW in Uganda 
— Bruce and Pat with MTW in France 
— Chris Garriott with RUF at the University of Maryland 
— Jacob Jasin with RUF-I at Johns Hopkins University 
— Mountain View Bible Camp     — Abbott Center for the Arts 
— Abbott Tutoring Center           — We Care Ministry 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

WE NEED YOU!  There are currently many areas of service and leadership 
that you may be able to fill.  Some areas of need are immediate and can be 
done during this time of COVID and limited in person activities, others are 
more strategic and longer term.  Ministries such as “WeCare”, children’s 
ministry, social media, diaconal programs, teaching, and more all have 
needs.  If you know of someone that you believe would make a good elder 
or deacon, we would encourage you to speak to that person and encourage 
them towards that ministry.  Also speak to one of the elders or the pastor 
about them and let us know so that we can follow up as well. 



CONGREGATION AND  
COMMUNITY CARE: 
2019 - 2020 
 
Dan Pittas, Sr. - Elder Emeritis 

Julius Fischer Jr. - Elder 
MUSIC AND WORSHIP 

George Lenning - Elder 
CLERK OF SESSION 

Dustin Pfeifer 
CAMP DIRECTOR 

 
Jared Pfeifer  
MERCY MINISTRY - WE CARE 

Ann Pfeifer 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - ABBOTT 

TUTORING CENTER DIRECTOR 

Kaitlin Rankin 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 

 

Online Offering 

abbottchurch.org/giving 

All Music in Worship Used By  
Permission: CCLI License  
#1442252 

OFFERING — WEEK 3 
                    

                   Budget          Giving 
Last week        $5,080           $2,828 
     YTD          $16,240         $19,792 

If you would like to give online, you may 
do so at www.abbottchurch.org/giving 

 Use This Space for Prayer 
Requests, Ideas and Concerns  
(Please tear off and place in the offering plate)

http://abbottchurch.org/giving


Welcome to Abbott.  
We’re glad we worshiped  
with you today! 
 
January 24, 2020 

 

NAME(S) 
 
ADDRESS 

 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 
 
PHONE 

EMAIL         

Staff Contacts 

I am a visitor 
 
I would like to find out about how  
to become a Christian 
 
I am interested in membership 
(Abbott schedules classes regularly) 
 
I would like a call from the pastor 
 
I would like prayer  
 
I would like to join a  
community group 
 
My contact information has changed             

PASTOR:  
J. Paul Warren  
410-299-6929 
polowarren@gmail.com 
MINISTER OF MUSIC:  
Julius Fischer Jr.  
443-722-2525 
julejr88@gmail.com 
OFFICE ADMIN: 
Phyllis Warren 
abbottchurchoffice@gmail.com 
TREASURER:  
Al Rode Jr.       
SEXTON:  
Clint Neuder  

 

 
 
 
Abbott Memorial 
Presbyterian Church 
A congregation of the Presbyterian 
Church in America (PCA) 
 
3426 Bank Street 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
410-276-6207 
abbottchurch.org 

How may we serve you? 
(please check the appropriate box)

mailto:polowarren@gmail.com
mailto:julejr88@gmail.com
mailto:abbottchurchoffice@gmail.com

