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Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, 
never boastful or proud, never haughty or selfish or rude. 
Love does not demand its own way. It is not irritable or 
touchy. It does not hold grudges and will hardly even 
notice when others do it wrong.  It is never glad about 
injustice, but rejoices whenever truth wins out. If you love 
someone, you will be loyal to him no matter what 
the cost. You will always believe in him, always expect the 
best of him, and always stand your ground in defending 
him.   
                             1 Corinthians 13:4-7 The Living Bible 



 
You can access children’s bulletins at the following address: 

www.childrensbulletins.com/Covid19-childrens-activites-for-churches	
	 


 To those joining us on line today…THANK YOU! 

We are made to worship together, but we find ourselves living in a particular and 
unprecedented moment that has not touched American lives in generations. The 
good news is that while we are made to worship God together, we do not need 
to be in a particular place to meet with God. So I hope you have gathered 
together with your housemates, family, and maybe a couple others. God is 
present with us at all times, and He delights to meet with you today regardless 
of where you are or how many people you are with. We seek to offer this service 
as an encouragement to you amid these difficult times. We look forward to 
worshiping together again, breaking bread and giving hugs to one another. You 
are missed.  

As an encouragement to others, please take a picture of your home gathering, 
post it to social media with the hashtag #abbottchurchathome and tag us on 
Instagram @abbottchurchbaltimore 

NEED PRAYER? From 12:00 PM until 1:00 PM, Monday through Friday, 
someone will be available to pray for anyone in need of prayer.  The time will 
also be focused on praying for the ministry of our church and for God's Spirit to 
be at work in our midst.  If you would like to be part of this new prayer ministry, 
please let the pastor know.  Please text prayer requests to Julius and/or George. 

http://www.childrensbulletins.com/Covid19-childrens-activites-for-churches


O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P  

The Christian Year 
Christian-year spirituality is nothing less than the calling to enter by faith into the 
incarnation, the life and ministry, the death and resurrection of Jesus. God‘s saving 
action is not only presented to us through the practice of the Christian year, it also takes 
up residence within us and transforms us by the saving and healing presence of Christ in 
our lives. As we enter the saving events of Jesus, he shapes us by the pattern of his own 
living and dying so that our living and dying in this world is a living and dying in him.    

-Robert Webber 

Lent 

From the church’s earliest days, Lent was a time of preparation for Easter. The 
Resurrection of Christ was celebrated not only each week on Sunday, the Lord’s Day, but 
also in a special festival of the Resurrection. As we look forward to the Resurrection, Lent 
is traditionally focused on repentance. Speaking biblically, to repent means to make a 
change in our attitudes, words, and lifestyles. The Christian life in its totality is a life of 
repentance. Beginning when we first commit our lives to Christ, and continuing 
throughout our lives, we are more and more turning away from sin and self- centeredness 
and more and more turning to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to experience true 
freedom and rest. 

WELCOME TO ABBOTT CHURCH                                              

CALL TO WORSHIP  (read responsively)                                          Psalm 36:5-10 

5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
    your faithfulness to the clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; 
    your judgments are like the great deep; 
    man and beast you save, O Lord. 
7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
    The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
8 They feast on the abundance of your house, 
    and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
9 For with you is the fountain of life; 
    in your light do we see light. 
10 Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
    and your righteousness to the upright of heart! 
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SILENT PREPARATION 

OPENING HYMN                                        Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise, 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love. 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
Hither by thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wand'ring from the fold of God: 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be; 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for thy courts above. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN (in unison) 

Loving Father, we confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: we 
confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith, we confess to 
you our stubbornness and lack of trust:  
Lord, fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
(Please confess your sins silently to the Lord) 

WORDS OF COMFORT AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ 
our Lord. 
All: Amen 

SONG OF PRAISE                                                       Rock of Ages, You Will Stand  

On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand 
Great is Your faithfulness, great is Your love oh God 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
Great is Your faithfulness, great is Your love oh God 

Rock of ages You will stand, Our foundation 'til the end 
Never failing God unchanging, Rock of ages, You will stand 

When darkness seems to hide Your face 
I rest on Your unchanging grace 
Great is Your faithfulness, great is Your love oh God 

In every high and stormy gate, my anchor holds within he veil 
Great is Your faithfulness, great is Your love oh God 

EXTENDING GOD’S WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS and GREETING 
Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All: And also with you. 
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SONG OF PRAISE                       Yet Not I, but Through Christ in Me 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer. 
There is no more for heaven now to give. 
He is my joy, my righteousness and freedom, 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace. 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus; 
For my life is wholly bound to His. 
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing all is mine 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 

The night is dark, but I am not forsaken, 
For by my side, the Savior He will stay. 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need, His power is displayed. 

To this I hold, my shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley He will lead. 
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven; 
The future sure, the price it has been paid. 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon, 
And He was raised, to overthrow the grave. 

To this I hold, my sin has been defeated. 
Jesus now and ever is my plea. 
Oh the chains are released, I can sing,      
I am free, yet not I, but through Christ in me.   

With every breath, I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home. 
And day by day, I know He will renew me 
Until I stand, with joy before the throne.  

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus. 
All the glory evermore to Him. 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I but through Christ in me. (Repeat) 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH         The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth: I 
believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead; the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father; from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer. 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ was abused but did not return 
abuse and instead entrusted himself to you, who judges justly: give us 
grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; and, as you 
know our weakness, so may we know your power to save. 
For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.          
Father, pour out your Spirit on your church throughout the world, that we 
would be a blessing in every circumstance and situation. Let us live as 
those who believe in the redemptive power of your love.  
For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Lord of compassion, we pray for peace in the world, especially in places 
of bitter division and violence, that a spirit of respect and reconciliation 
may grow among nations and peoples. Have mercy on those whom you 
have made. For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep during 
these days and nights. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying,  soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; 
and all for your love’s sake. For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    (continued) 
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And for what else should we pray? 
Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with, 

For this, O Lord, we pray 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has 
taught us: 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory now and forever. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE SERMON                                    Ruth 1 

 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a 

man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he 

and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech and 

the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon 

and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went 

into the country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the 

husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 These 

took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of 

the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, 5 and both Mahlon and 

Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her 

husband. 

6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of 

Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the Lord had visited 

his people and given them food. 7 So she set out from the place where 

she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to 

return to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-
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law, “Go, return each of you to her mother's house. May the Lord deal 

kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The Lord 

grant that you may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!” 

Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10 And 

they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 11 But 

Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I 

yet sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn 

back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I 

should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and 

should bear sons, 13 would you therefore wait till they were grown? 

Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is 

exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the Lord has 

gone out against me.” 14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept 

again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

15 And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people 

and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do 

not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you 

go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my 

people, and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there 

will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if anything but 

death parts me from you.” 18 And when Naomi saw that she was 

determined to go with her, she said no more. 

19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when 

they came to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them. 

And the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to them, “Do not call 

me Naomi; call me Mara,for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 

21 I went away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call 

me Naomi, when the Lord has testified against me and the Almighty has 

brought calamity upon me?”  
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22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with 

her, who returned from the country of Moab. And they came to 

Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                     Rev. Craig Garriott                                 
"Loss & Love" 

OFFERING 
The offering is a way for members and friends of Abbott Church to support the 
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no 
compulsion to give. You can mail your giving to the church or if you would like 
to give online, you may do so at www.abbottchurch.org/giving 

CLOSING HYMN                                                               All Must be Well 

Through the love of God our Savior, All will be well; 
Free and changeless is His favor, All is well; 
Precious is the blood that healed us, 
Perfect is the grace that sealed us, 
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us, 
All must be well. 

Though we pass through tribulation, All will be well; 
Ours is such a full salvation, All is well; 
Happy still in God confiding, 
Fruitful if in Christ abiding, 
Steadfast through the Spirit's guiding, 
All must be well. 

We expect a bright tomorrow; All will be well; 
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, All is well; 
On our Father's love relying, 
Jesus every need supplying, 
Yes in living or in dying, 
All must be well. 

BENEDICTION 
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PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION 

Prayer for those searching 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Please guide 
me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  Grant that I 
might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so.  Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weak and sinful, but through you I am 
loved and accepted.  I thank you for taking my place in death, in order to 
offer me forgiveness and renewal.  Knowing that you have been raised 
from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my 
Lord.  Amen.      
           
Prayer for those struggling with sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and 
may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living 
bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully 
follow you in life. Amen. 

Prayer of commitment to God’s people 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of 
committed discipleship in your church.  Grant that I may take the steps 
necessary to be one with your people and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of thanksgiving 
Lord, you have put gladness in our hearts; you have satisfied our hunger 
with good things. In giving all, you have not withheld from us your own 
dear Son.  How can we withhold anything from you, our Lord and our 
God?  Renew us day by day with the gift of your Spirit, that we may give 
ourselves completely to your service and walk with joy in the footsteps of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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HE HEARS 

“This is the assurance we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us.“    —  I  J O H N  5 : 1 4  

“The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.”  
             —  P S A L M  1 4 5 : 1 8  

Please pray for: 
• Your church staff, officers and leaders 
• Men and women of the military, police and fire departments 
• Family members and friends who are not walking with Christ 

• Ongoing health concerns for the following members and friends: 
Larry Halterman, Milly Flynn, Gene and Diane Shaw, Phyllis Brown, 

Dawn Brewer, Brent Schepleng, Clint Neuder, Brenda Neuder, Robin 

and Toni (Billie Mitchell’s granddaughters), Narouz family (especially 

Vicky), Don Sapp, Jackie Lubin  

• Raj Mohan’s wife, dementia, and granddaughter, mental health issues 

• Lydia Frasca, chemotherapy and radiation treatment 

• David Files, pain management 

• Mike Brooks, son of Earl and Betty Brooks, fighting cancer. 

MISSIONARIES AND MINISTRIES WHICH WE SUPPORT: 
— Andy and Bev Warren with MTW in Ethiopia 
— Jason and Liz Polk with MTW in Ethiopia 
— Jessica Ringsmuth with MTW in Kenya 
— Bert and Nancy Williams with MTW in Uganda 
— Bruce and Pat with MTW in France 
— Chris Garriott with RUF at the University of Maryland 
— Jacob Jasin with RUF-I at Johns Hopkins University 
— Mountain View Bible Camp     — Abbott Center for the Arts 
— Abbott Tutoring Center           — We Care Ministry 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

WE NEED YOU!  There are currently many areas of service and leadership 
that you may be able to fill.  Some areas of need are immediate and can be 
done during this time of COVID and limited in person activities, others are 
more strategic and longer term.  Ministries such as “WeCare”, children’s 
ministry, social media, diaconal programs, teaching, and more all have 
needs.  If you know of someone that you believe would make a good elder 
or deacon, we would encourage you to speak to that person and encourage 
them towards that ministry.  Also speak to one of the elders or the pastor 
about them and let us know so that we can follow up as well. 



CONGREGATION AND  
COMMUNITY CARE: 
2019 - 2020 
 
Dan Pittas, Sr. - Elder Emeritis 

Julius Fischer Jr. - Elder 
MUSIC AND WORSHIP 

George Lenning - Elder 
CLERK OF SESSION 

Dustin Pfeifer 
CAMP DIRECTOR 

 
Jared Pfeifer  
MERCY MINISTRY - WE CARE 

Ann Pfeifer 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - ABBOTT 

TUTORING CENTER DIRECTOR 

Kaitlin Rankin 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 

 

Online Offering 

abbottchurch.org/giving 

All Music in Worship Used By  
Permission: CCLI License  
#1442252 

OFFERING — WEEK 9 
                    

                   Budget          Giving 
Last week         $5,180             $3,414 
     YTD            $46,620          $31,977 

If you would like to give online, you may 
do so at www.abbottchurch.org/giving 

 Use This Space for Prayer 
Requests, Ideas and Concerns  
(Please tear off and place in the offering plate)

http://abbottchurch.org/giving


Welcome to Abbott.  
We’re glad we worshiped  
with you today! 
 
March 7, 2021 

 

NAME(S) 
 
ADDRESS 

 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 
 
PHONE 

EMAIL         

Contacts 

I am a visitor 
 
I would like to find out about how  
to become a Christian 
 
I am interested in membership 
(Abbott schedules classes regularly) 
 
I would like a call from the pastor 
 
I would like prayer  
 
I would like to join a  
community group 
 
My contact information has changed             

CHURCH OFFICE: 
abbottchurchoffice@gmail.com 

MINISTER OF MUSIC:  
Julius Fischer Jr.  
443-722-2525 
julejr88@gmail.com 

TREASURER:  
Al Rode Jr.    
    
SEXTON:  
Clint Neuder  

 

 

 
 
Abbott Memorial 
Presbyterian Church 
A congregation of the Presbyterian 
Church in America (PCA) 
 
3426 Bank Street 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
410-276-6207 
abbottchurch.org 

How may we serve you? 
(please check the appropriate box)

mailto:abbottchurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:julejr88@gmail.com

