ABBOTT MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN March 21, 2021

The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He
will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his
love, he will rejoice over you with singing.

- Zephaniah 3:17



To those joining us on line today...THANK YOU!

We are made to worship together, but we find ourselves living in a particular and
unprecedented moment that has not touched American lives in generations. The
good news is that while we are made to worship God together, we do not need
to be in a particular place to meet with God. So | hope you have gathered
together with your housemates, family, and maybe a couple others. God is
present with us at all times, and He delights to meet with you today regardless
of where you are or how many people you are with. We seek to offer this service
as an encouragement to you amid these difficult times. We look forward to
worshiping together again, breaking bread and giving hugs to one another. You
are missed.

As an encouragement to others, please take a picture of your home gathering,
post it to social media with the hashtag #abbottchurchathome and tag us on
Instagram @abbottchurchbaltimore

NEED PRAYER? From 12:00 PM until 1:00 PM, Monday through Friday,
someone will be available to pray for anyone in need of prayer. The time will
also be focused on praying for the ministry of our church and for God's Spirit to
be at work in our midst. If you would like to be part of this new prayer ministry,
please let the pastor know. Please text prayer requests to Julius and/or George.

You can access children’s bulletins at the following address:
www.childrensbulletins.com/Covid19-childrens-activites-for-churches



http://www.childrensbulletins.com/Covid19-childrens-activites-for-churches

ORDER OF WORSHIP
The Christian Year

Christian-year spirituality is nothing less than the calling to enter by faith into the
incarnation, the life and ministry, the death and resurrection of Jesus. God's saving
action is not only presented to us through the practice of the Christian year, it also takes
up residence within us and transforms us by the saving and healing presence of Christ in
our lives. As we enter the saving events of Jesus, he shapes us by the pattern of his own
living and dying so that our living and dying in this world is a living and dying in him.
-Robert Webber

Lent

From the church’s earliest days, Lent was a time of preparation for Easter. The
Resurrection of Christ was celebrated not only each week on Sunday, the Lord's Day, but
also in a special festival of the Resurrection. As we look forward to the Resurrection, Lent
is traditionally focused on repentance. Speaking biblically, to repent means to make a
change in our attitudes, words, and lifestyles. The Christian life in its totality is a life of
repentance. Beginning when we first commit our lives to Christ, and continuing
throughout our lives, we are more and more turning away from sin and self- centeredness
and more and more turning to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to experience true
freedom and rest.

WELCOME TO ABBOTT CHURCH

CALL TO WORSHIP (read responsively) Zephaniah 3
Leader: Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!

People: The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.

Leader: The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.

People: On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.

Leader: The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;

People: he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his
love; he will exult over you with loud singing. (continued)
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Leader: | will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
People: Behold, at that time | will deal with all your oppressors.
Leader: And | will save the lame and gather the outcast,
All: and | will change their shame into praise and renown in all the

earth.

SILENT PREPARATION

OPENING HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You

Joyful, joyful, we adore You, God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You, op'ning to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!

All Your works with joy surround Thee,

Earth and heav'n reflect Your rays,

Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise;
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain praising You eternally!

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest!

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus, which the morning stars began;
God's own love is reigning o’er us, joining people hand in hand.
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life.



CONFESSION OF SIN (in unison)

Almighty God, to know you is the fulfillment of our deepest longings.
Yet foolishly we have sought our satisfaction elsewhere. Our idols
leave us empty and wanting. We have failed to love you with our
whole heart, soul, and mind. We have failed to love our neighbors as
ourselves. Forgive us our sins for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Give us a faith that purifies our hearts, overcomes the world, works
by love, fastens us to you, and always clings to the cross. In Jesus'
Name, Amen.

(Please confess your sins silently to the Lord)

WORDS OF COMFORT AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

The Lord says to you, “I am your Redeemer, and | will redeem you. Rest in my
presence until you have the outcome of your pursuit of my Character of peace
and joy.

All: Amen

SONG OF PRAISE Jesus, Lover of my Soul
Jesus, Lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly,

While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high:

Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, till the storm of life is past;

Safe into the haven guide, O receive my soul at last!

Other refuge have | none, hangs my helpless soul on thee;
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, still support and comfort me!
All my trust on thee is stayed, all my help from thee | bring;
Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of thy wing.

Thou, O Christ, art all | want; more than all in thee | find:

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is thy Name; | am all unrighteousness;

False and full of sin | am, Thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with thee is found, grace to cover all my sin;
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within:
Thou of life the Fountain art, freely let me take of thee;

Spring thou up within my heart, rise to all eternity.



EXTENDING GOD’S WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS and GREETING

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All: And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE

There is a Redeemer

Jesus, God's own son

Precious lamb of God, Messiah
Holy one

Chorus

Thank you oh my Father

For giving us Your Son

And leaving Your Spirit

'Til the work on earth is done.

Jesus my Redeemer

Name above all names
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Oh, for sinners slain.

When | stand in glory
I will see His face
And there I'll serve my king forever

In that holy place.
Words and Music Melody Green
©1982 Birdwing Music/Cherry Lane Music CCLI1442252

There is a Redeemer



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Lord Jesus, your life and work on the cross was a costly pursuit for our
peace and rest. Help us to rest in the fullness of that peace during these
difficult days and give us grace to pursue your peace and rest for others.

All Lord, hear our prayer.

Abba, Father, in your character of love and mercy, justice and truth you
have sacrificed your Son for us. Grant to us grace that we might share
the great harvest of your sacrifice with those around us who struggle in
their pain and loss.

All Lord, hear our prayer.

Holy Spirt of Christ, comforter for all of us who have found our peace and
identity at the cross of Christ. Help us to see those who need comfort
and bring their needs to you

All Lord, hear our prayer.

And for what else should we pray?
Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with,

For this, O Lord, we pray
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has
taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory now and forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE SERMON Ruth 3



Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should | not
seek rest for you, that it may be well with you? 2 Is not Boaz our relative,
with whose young women you were? See, he is winnowing barley tonight
at the threshing floor. 3 Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on
your cloak and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself
known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 But when
he lies down, observe the place where he lies. Then go and uncover his
feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.” 5 And she replied,
“All that you say | will do.”

6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-
law had commanded her. 7 And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his
heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain.
Then she came softly and uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 At
midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay
at his feet! 9 He said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “l am Ruth,
your servant. Spread your wings[a] over your servant, for you are a
redeemer.” 10 And he said, “May you be blessed by the Lord, my
daughter. You have made this last kindness greater than the first in that
you have not gone after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 And now,
my daughter, do not fear. | will do for you all that you ask, for all my
fellow townsmen know that you are a worthy woman. 12 And now it is
true that | am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than .
13 Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good; let
him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as the Lord lives, |
will redeem you. Lie down until the morning.”
14 So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose before one could
recognize another. And he said, “Let it not be known that the woman
came to the threshing floor.” 15 And he said, “Bring the garment you are
wearing and hold it out.” So she held it, and he measured out six
measures of barley and put it on her. Then she went into the city. 16 And
when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “How did you fare, my
daughter?”
(continued)

Then she told her all that the man had done for her, 17 saying, “These six
measures of barley he gave to me, for he said to me, "You must not go
back empty-handed to your mother-in-law.”” 18 She replied, “Wait, my
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daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not
rest but will settle the matter today.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Craig Garriott
"Restless in Bethlehem"

OFFERING

The offering is a way for members and friends of Abbott Church to support the
church’s mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no
compulsion to give. You can mail your giving to the church or if you would like
to give online, you may do so at www.abbottchurch.org/giving
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CLOSING HYMN Hear the Call of the Kingdom

Hear the call of the kingdom

Lift your eyes to the King

Let His song rise within you

As a fragrant offering

Of how God rich in mercy

Came in Christ to redeem

All who trust in His unfailing grace.

Hear the call of the Kingdom

To be children of light

With the mercy of heaven

The humility of Christ

Walking justly before Him

Loving all that is right

That the life of Christ may shine through us.

(Chorus)

King of Heaven we will answer the call

We will follow bringing hope to the world

Filled with passion, filled with power to proclaim
Salvation in Jesus’ name

Hear the call of the Kingdom

To reach out to the lost

With the Father’s compassion

In the wonder of the cross

Bringing peace and forgiveness

And a hope yet to come

Let the nations put their trust in Him”

BENEDICTION
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PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION

Prayer for those searching
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Please guide

me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that |
might be undaunted by the cost of following you as | consider the
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent,
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of belief

Lord Jesus Christ, | admit that | am weak and sinful, but through you | am
loved and accepted. | thank you for taking my place in death, in order to
offer me forgiveness and renewal. Knowing that you have been raised
from the dead, | turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my
Lord. Amen.

Prayer for those struggling with sin

Lord Jesus, grant that | may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and
may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living
bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully
follow you in life. Amen.

Prayer of commitment to God's people

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of
committed discipleship in your church. Grant that | may take the steps
necessary to be one with your people and live in the fullness of your
Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of thanksgiving

Lord, you have put gladness in our hearts; you have satisfied our hunger
with good things. In giving all, you have not withheld from us your own
dear Son. How can we withhold anything from you, our Lord and our
God? Renew us day by day with the gift of your Spirit, that we may give
ourselves completely to your service and walk with joy in the footsteps of
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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HE HEARS

“This is the assurance we have in approaching God: that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us.”  — | JOHN 5:14

"The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.”
— PSALM 145:18

Please pray for:

e Your church staff, officers and leaders

e Men and women of the military, police and fire departments

e Family members and friends who are not walking with Christ

¢ Ongoing health concerns for the following members and friends:
Larry Halterman, Milly Flynn, Gene and Diane Shaw, Phyllis Brown,
Dawn Brewer, Brent Schepleng, Clint Neuder, Brenda Neuder, Robin
and Toni (Billie Mitchell’'s granddaughters), Narouz family (especially
Vicky), Don Sapp, Jackie Lubin

e Raj Mohan's wife, dementia, and granddaughter, mental health issues

e lydia Frasca, chemotherapy and radiation treatment

e David Files, pain management

e Mike Brooks, son of Earl and Betty Brooks, fighting cancer.

MISSIONARIES AND MINISTRIES WHICH WE SUPPORT:

— Andy and Bev Warren with MTW in Ethiopia

— Jason and Liz Polk with MTW in Ethiopia

— Jessica Ringsmuth with MTW in Kenya

— Bert and Nancy Williams with MTW in Uganda

— Bruce and Pat with MTW in France

— Chris Garriott with RUF at the University of Maryland

— Jacob Jasin with RUF-I at Johns Hopkins University

— Mountain View Bible Camp  — Abbott Center for the Arts
— Abbott Tutoring Center — We Care Ministry
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

WE NEED YOU! There are currently many areas of service and leadership
that you may be able to fill. Some areas of need are immediate and can be
done during this time of COVID and limited in person activities, others are
more strategic and longer term. Ministries such as “WeCare”, children’s
ministry, social media, diaconal programs, teaching, and more all have
needs. If you know of someone that you believe would make a good elder
or deacon, we would encourage you to speak to that person and encourage
them towards that ministry. Also speak to one of the elders or the pastor
about them and let us know so that we can follow up as well.
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CONGREGATION AND
COMMUNITY CARE:
2019 - 2020

Dan Pittas, Sr. - Elder Emeritis

Julius Fischer Jr. - Elder
MUSIC AND WORSHIP

George Lenning - Elder
CLERK OF SESSION

Dustin Pfeifer
CAMP DIRECTOR

Jared Pfeifer
MERCY MINISTRY - WE CARE

Ann Pfeifer
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY - ABBOTT

TUTORING CENTER DIRECTOR

Kaitlin Rankin
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR

Online Offering
abbottchurch.org/giving

OFFERING — WEEK 11

Budget Giving
Last week $5,180 $7,963
YTD $56,980 $39,940

If you would like to give online, you may
do so at www.abbottchurch.org/giving

Use This Space for Prayer

Requests, Ideas and Concerns
(Please tear off and place in the offering plate)

All Music in Worship Used By
Permission: CCLI License
#1442252



http://abbottchurch.org/giving

Welcome to Abbott.

We're glad we worshiped
with you today!

March 21, 2021

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

PHONE

EMAIL

How may we serve you?
(please check the appropriate box)

|:| | am a visitor

|:| | would like to find out about how
to become a Christian

[ ] 1 am interested in membership
(Abbott schedules classes regularly)

[ ] I would like a call from the pastor
[ ]! would like prayer

|:| | would like to join a
community group

|:| My contact information has changed

Contacts

CHURCH OFFICE:
abbottchurchoffice@gmail.com

MINISTER OF MUSIC:
Julius Fischer Jr.
443-722-2525
julejr88@gmail.com

TREASURER:
Al Rode Jr.

SEXTON:
Clint Neuder

Abbott Memorial
Presbyterian Church

A congregation of the Presbyterian
Church in America (PCA)

3426 Bank Street
Baltimore, MD 21224
410-276-6207
abbottchurch.org
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